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WELCOME

From ALEPH Co-Chairs Rabbi Rachel Barenblat & Rabbi David Markus
and ALEPH Executive Director Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin

“Trying to give finite form to the Revelation of the Infinite is dangerous. You can't drive forward while
looking through the rearview mirror. The Revelation of Torah, for example, has no one single finite form.
The Revelation might remain the same, but the form which mortals give it changes. Tradition, therefore, is
a marker we leave behind us in previous life cycles so that when we come back we have some notion of
where we left off. We need to look at tradition, therefore, not as a relic of the past but as a catalyst for the
future!

— Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi 2”1

What Reb Zalman taught about the always-evolving flow of holiness applies also to the always-evolving flow of ALEPH
and Jewish Renewal. As one of many expressions of spiritual flow in the human world, ALEPH by definition must continue
evolving, leaning forward to pioneer the next turning of spirit that we call Jewish Renewal. To drive looking only looking in
the rearview mirror is to defy our calling and reason for being.

With this inherence of continuous transformation and renewal comes r'shut (permission) and chovah (duty) to give as

we received - to nourish the continuing flow of ALEPH and Jewish Renewal for all who thirst and all who follow after us.
Making real this legacy asks us to look forward to the future — and also, yes, to look back. We look back to anchor ourselves
in gratitude for all that we received and continue to receive — and also to ensure what Reb Zalman called “backwards
compatibility” with what came before.

This Annual Report looks back with a leaning-forward purpose. We look back to 2015, certain that the legacy of Reb
Zalman 7"l palpably continues among us in love, learning and soul. We look back to a year of inspiring creativity and
strength — ALEPH's largest-ever ordination class and largest-ever entering class, a heart-warming “Getting It Together”
weekend celebrating the 25" anniversary of The Jew in the Lotus, and more. We also look back to 2015 as a year of planting
seeds for the future — a new executive director, new ALEPH Board co-chairs and members, new retreat-based programs, a
new ALEPH Network of congregations, communities and spiritual leaders, and the start of an international Listening Tour
about the next turnings of ALEPH and Jewish Renewal.

These seeds will bear fruit in 2016 and beyond. We look forward to an extraordinary Kallah in Fort Collins, exciting
academic partnerships with sister seminaries and universities, new online learning programs, new travel and pilgrimage
opportunities, collaborating with allies on a permanent commitment to EFarth-based Judaism, new paths for outdated
denominational models, alliances to incubate innovation, and much more.

Every day we are inspired by the energy, enthusiasm and dedication of so many who invest heart and soul to build an ever-
brighter future of ALEPH and Jewish Renewal. You make all of this possible.

With boundless thanks to your support in all worlds, may we continue the holy work of paying forward the richness of
ALEPH and Jewish Renewal. May the flow continue to inspire, nourish and grow among us in ways that serve all that is holy.

B'shalom,

Rachel, David, and Shoshanna




2. VISION, MISSION, AND GOALS

VISION

ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal envisions a contemporary Judaism that is joyous, creative, spiritually rich, socially
progressive, and earth-aware. This vision arises out of our search for a renewed personal connection to the God of our
ancestors and the legacy of our tradition, in service of our higher dreams for the future of our world.

MISSION

The mission of ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal is to fully embrace a contemporary egalitarian Judaism as a profound
spiritual practice and social transformer, reaching beyond religious boundaries and institutional structures worldwide.

ALEPH brings spiritual vitality and passion into the daily lives of Jews through programs that empower leadership, build
communities, and generate powerful experiences and practical resources.

GOALS

ALEPH contributes to Jewish Renewal by supporting new creative efforts that draw upon the rich legacy of Jewish
mystical/hasidic traditions and the deep wisdom of Jewish life and practice. ALEPH inspires, motivates and engages
communities and individuals to:

3 Discover new models for meaningful Jewish practices that elevate prayer, sacred chant, meditation, healing
services, transformative ritual, music, movement, and the renewed study of traditional text.

t¥ Revitalize synagogue life with an infusion of new approaches to prayer, ritual and communal process.
3 Transform and renew kavanah (spiritual intention)

3 Create cutting-edge programs that offer life-changing inspirational Jewish experiences.

¥ Realize a global vision of egalitarian Judaism by creating new opportunities for leadership.

¥ Celebrate the creativity of inspired and inspiring Jewish artists, musicians and spiritual teachers.

¥ Engage with members of other faith traditions in joint projects that inspire trust and develop pathways for shared
activism.

¥ Grow ALEPH's programming and sustain its vision with personal and financial commitment.

t¥ Facilitate a deep connection between those on a variety of spiritual paths.




3. ALEPH / Jewish Renewal Listening Tour

The ALEPH / Jewish Renewal Listening Tour arose out of a
desire to learn more about who we are, where we've come
from and where we're going. Decades after Reb Zalman
and his earliest students first planted the seeds of Jewish
Renewal, in some ways ALEPH and Jewish Renewal have
grown and succeeded beyond their founding visions. This
gratifying testament to all that this circle of teachers and
seekers gave the world continues to inspire ALEPH and
Jewish Renewal to lean forward into the future, to continue
their direct legacy and also plant new seeds that will
blossom in the years and decades to come.

Naturally, with growth and success come new
opportunities and new questions. What ALEPH and Jewish
Renewal can and should be in the 21st century is a core
focus as we move into this new era together. Perhaps even
more important is another set of questions: how should
the values and needs of 21st century Judaism, world
spirituality, societal and environmental challenges inform
the next turning of ALEPH and Jewish Renewal? Who we
are depends vitally on who we have been, but as Reb
Zalman so aptly taught, nobody drives looking only in the
rearview mirror. What is the view forward from where we
are now?

In that spirit, in 2015 ALEPH co-chairs Rabbi Rachel
Barenblat and Rabbi David Markus embarked on a year-
long ALEPH / Jewish Renewal Listening Tour. With
support of ALEPH Board members, teachers and staff,
congregations coast to coast, Jewish thought leaders

and and allied seminaries within and beyond the flow of
Jewish denominations, the Listening Tour seeks to hear
from the breadth and depth of Jewish spiritual community
engaged in the work of renewing Judaism. Some of these
people are core parts of ALEPH now — whether as teachers,
leaders, clergy or community members. Others once were
connected to ALEPH in some way but now travel in other
circles. Still others never formally connected with ALEPH
but are partners in renewing Judaism in ways closely
aligned in method, intention and heart.

In our Listening Tour travels across North America, ALEPH
Board members and staff have been joining the co-chairs
in cultivating a practice of receptive listening during
shabbatonim, clergy conferences, focus groups and
individual sessions both live and via video-conference.
These sessions — with iron-clad guarantees of personal
confidentiality about anything shared — have brought
hundreds of people forward to share hopes, dreams and
visions about ALEPH and Jewish Renewal. They, in turn,
have shared a range of ideas about what ALEPH and
Jewish Renewal can be (and must never be), as well as and
reflections about where ALEPH and Jewish Renewal have

done well and where we can and must do better.

A full year of receptive listening is just that — a practical
and spiritual commitment to be open, transparent and
reflective without limitation, with no sacred cows, without
judgment and without premature comment. For these
reasons, the 2015 Annual Report — which mainly is a
review of the year now behind us - is not the proper
context to reflect on the Listening Tour and where the
future might take us. What 2015 has revealed, however,

is that the energy around ALEPH is palpable and electric:
the Listening Tour finds enthusiasm, hope, longing and
yearning. Now in this second year after the “redeployment”
of Reb Zalman zl, the Listening Tour finds a sense of
optimism and obligation that Reb Zalman’s legacy — all he
bequeathed to Jewish Renewal and the world — now can
and must continue to flow through us all.

The call of bring forward the next turning of Jewish
Renewal into reality is that flow. It is the work of this
hour, the purpose of the Listening Tour, and the total
commitment of the Board and staff of ALEPH.

Eliciting Participation

The Listening Tour was announced in April 2015, when
ALEPH co-chairs Rachel Barenblat and David Markus began
their terms. At that time, and periodically throughout
2015, ALEPH solicited participation from the entire
membership of OHALAH (the Association of Clergy for
Jewish Renewal), the entire ALEPH communications list,
and the social networking sites of ALEPH and OHALAH.

ALEPH also set a schedule of shabbatonim, with focus
groups and “open mike” opportunities across the United
States and Canada, as follows:

va

New York (May 2015)

Boston (October 2015)
Philadelphia (October 2015)
Washington, D.C. (December 2015)
3 Montreal (March 2016)

N Vancouver (March 2016)

¥ San Diego (April 2016)

3 Los Angeles (April 2016)

N Santa Cruz (April 2016)

¥ San Francisco Bay Area (April 2016)
3 Boulder, Colorado (May 2016)

va va

va


https://aleph.org/listening-tour

In addition, ALEPH set a schedule of focus groups,
consultations and “open mike” opportunities at the
following gatherings:

t3 Ruach Ha'Aretz Retreat: West Chester, PA (July 2015)

¥ ALEPH Student Shabbaton: Broomfield, CO (January
2016)

Y OHALAH Clergy Conference: Broomfield, CO
(January 2016)

3 Rabbis Without Borders: Reisterstown, MD (February
2016)

¥ New Paradigm Spiritual Community Initiative: Falls
Village, CT (March 2016)

¥ ALEPH Kallah: Fort Collins, CO (July 2016)

Listening Tour Questions

Everywhere the Listening Tour goes, some common
questions emerge — and they are much the same
questions posed at the beginning of this endeavor.
What do we most cherish about Renewal that we hope
the future will carry forward? What should we jettison
or change? What new focus would we recommend in
coming years? Recognizing that Renewal is expanding
beyond ALEPH alone, the Listening Tour has especially
welcomed observations about the following:

¥ Innovation Space. How can we cultivate a
shared pan-Renewal “ecosystem” for continued
spiritual and organizational innovation? What are
ideal preconditions for successful spiritual and
organizational innovation, and how can we best
maximize those conditions? What do we most
need to teach innovation to future leaders and

¥ Renewal as Alliance. How can we together
steward this "ecosystem”without falling
into competitive traps of zero-sum financial
games? Given that Renewal is a phenomenon far
larger than ALEPH, should ALEPH aspire to make
real its title ("Alliance for Jewish Renewal”)? What
should ALEPH's role be in such an alliance — hub,
umbrella, incubator or something else?

1V, Strategic Strengths and Weaknesses. \What are
ALEPH's greatest strengths and weaknesses, and
what specific recommendations for ALEPH and
Renewal’s futures flow from them?

3 Not Knowing. What question isn't here that should
be? How would you answer it?

Anchor Participants, Collaborators
and Hosts

Each Listening Tour stop has been supported by
congregations, seminaries, projects, teachers and other
leaders engaged in the ongoing work of revitalizing Jewish
spirituality. Without them, the Listening Tour — and ALEPH
— could not succeed. ALEPH is grateful to the hundreds

of people who have participated in shabbatonim, focus
groups, ‘open mike” sessions and personal meetings: the
2016 Listening Tour report will include a list of participants.

ALEPH is grateful to Rabbi Diane Elliot and Rabbi Dan
Goldblatt for helping coordinate the Bay Area visit, and
Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan whose hands-on support in
2015 made the January 2016 sessions at OHALAH possible.
ALEPH is especially grateful to these congregations,
seminaries and institutional leaders for anchoring, hosting
and/or participating in Listening Tour visits:

seekers?

New York Romemu and Rabbi David Ingber

(May 2015) Yeshivat Maharat and Rosh Yeshivah Rabbi Jeffrey Fox
Lab/Shul and Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie
Hazon and Nigel Savage
CLAL and Rabbis Without Borders Director Rabbi Rebecca Sirbu
Academy for Jewish Religion and Rabbi Jill Hammer
Hiddush and Rabbi Uri Regev

Boston Hebrew College and Rabbi Art Green

(October 2015) B'nai Or and Rabbi Hanna Tiferet Siegel

Mayyim Hayyim


https://romemu.org/
http://www.yeshivatmaharat.org/
http://labshul.org/
http://hazon.org/
http://www.clal.org/
http://www.rabbiswithoutborders.org/
http://ajrsem.org/
http://hiddush.org/
http://hebrewcollege.edu/
http://www.bnaior.org/
http://mayyimhayyim.org/

Philadelphia

(October 2015)

Washington

(November 2015)

Montreal
(March 2016)

Vancouver
(March 2016)
San Diego

(April 2016)

Los Angeles
(April 2016)

Santa Cruz
(April 2016)

Bay Area
(April 2016)

Boulder
(May 2016)

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and President Deborah Waxman
P'nai Or and Rabbi Marcia Prager

Mishkan Shalom and Rabbi Shawn Zevit

Shalom Center and Rabbi Arthur Waskow

The Jewish Studio and Rabbi Evan Krame
Beth El of Montgomery County, Rabbi Greg Harris & Hazzan Matt Klein

ALEPH Canada
B'nai Or Community Synagogue and R.P. Sherril Gilbert
Mile End Chavurah

Or Shalom and Rabbi Hannah Dresner & Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan

Shir HaYam and David Rafsky
Elijah Minyan and Rabbi Wayne Dosick

Spiritual Directors International and Wendie Lash

Holistic Jew and Rabbi Tmimah Ickovits

B'nai Horin and Rabbi Stan Levy

Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and Dr. Mimi Feigelson
Academy for Jewish Religion - California

Chadeish Yameimu and Rabbi Eli Cohen & Rabbi Lori Klein

Kehilla and Rabbi David Cooper & Hazzan Shulamit Wise Fairman
Chochmat Ha-Lev and Julie Batz

The Kitchen and Rabbi Noa Kushner

Aquarian Minyan and Shoshanna Dembitz & Abigail Grafton

Rabbinic Pastor Eve llsen and Judith Dack

Nevei Kodesh and Rabbi Sarah Bracha Gershuny

Yesod Foundation and Rabbi Tirzah Firestone & David Friedman
Pardes Levavot and Rabbis Victor & Nadya Gross

Colorado University-Boulder and Dr. David Shneer



http://www.rrc.edu/
http://pnaior-phila.org/
https://mishkan.org/
https://theshalomcenter.org/
http://www.thejewishstudio.org/
http://www.bethelmc.org/
http://www.alephcanada.ca/
https://bnaiormontreal.wordpress.com/
https://bnaiormontreal.wordpress.com/
http://www.mileendchavurah.org/
https://www.orshalom.ca/
http://www.sandiegojewishrenewal.org/
http://www.elijahminyan.com/
http://www.sdiworld.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HolisticJew/
http://bnaihorin.com/
http://ziegler.aju.edu/
https://ajrca.edu/
http://www.chadeishyameinu.com/
http://kehillasynagogue.org/
https://chochmat.org/
http://thekitchensf.org/
http://www.aquarianminyan.org/
https://www.neveikodesh.org/
http://www.yesodfoundation.org/
http://www.pardeslevavot.org/
http://www.colorado.edu/

Renewing Renewal: State of Renewal
Report — Summer 2016

After synthesizing what we expect to be many hundreds
of pages of notes from dozens of visits, open mikes, focus
groups and discussions around the United States and
Canada during 2015 and 2016, ALEPH intends to issue a
report in late summer 2016 on the state of Jewish Renewal.
This report, Renewing Renewal, will journey deeply into

4. ALEPH Ordinations

who and where we are, where we've come from, and
where this amazing and ever-changing enterprise of
Jewish Renewal might be headed in the years to come.
Stay tuned.

To share stories, advice, hopes, dreams, desires, concerns or
complaints — or to plug into future Listening Tour visits or
request a private meeting with ALEPH's co-chairs — please
email ALEPH co-chairs Rabbi Rachel Barenblat and Rabbi
David Markus at chair@aleph.org.

The ALEPH Ordination Program, rigorous and strong, continues to grow strategically, and now ranks among the largest

rigorous liberal Jewish seminaries in North America.

The ALEPH Ordination Program comprises four tracks toward ordination in spiritual service, including three clergy (primary
ordination) tracks and a coordinate program in Jewish spiritual direction:

t3 Rabbinic Program (Rabbi Marcia Prager, Dean and
Dlrector)

va

Rabbinic Pastor Program (Rabbinic Pastor Shulamit
Fagan, Director)

-~

Y, Cantorial Program (Hazzan Jack Kessler, Director)

-~

Y, Hashpa’ah Program (Rabbi Nadya Gross, Director)

In January 2015, at the January OHALAH Conference in
Broomfield, Colorado, the Va'ad (Academic Committee)

of the ALEPH Ordination Program conferred ordination

on ALEPH's largest-ever graduating class, comprising 10
rabbis, two hazzanim (cantors) and one rabbinic pastor.
ALEPH's 2015 musmachim (ordinees) are listed below, and
their official ordination biographies (current as of January
2015) follow at the end of this section:

t3) Rabbi Richard Backer

t¥ Rabbi Rebecca Kushner

N Rabbi Evan Krame

N Rabbi David Markus

¥ Rabbi Abby Michaleski

t3 Rabbi Lori Shaller

t3 Rabbi Rhonda Shapiro-Rieser
¥ Rabbi Shifrah Tobacman

N Rabbi Rain Zohav

¥ Hazzan Daniel Kempin

3 Hazzan Steven Klaper

t3 Rabbinic Pastor Heena Reiter

Also in 2015, ALEPH conferred rabbinic ordination on
Rabbi David Leipziger Teva, who holds a primary

ordination from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
("RRC"). Rabbi Teva completed with ALEPH a coordinate
program of advanced study in Jewish Renewal approaches
to spirituality and halachah (Jewish law), and conferred on
him a second (Renewal) smicha. ALEPH also advanced to
candidacy (“senior status”) nine candidates for ordination
in January 2016, comprising five rabbis, two hazzanim
(cantors) and two rabbinic pastors. ALEPH looks forward

to welcoming them into the ALEPH Alumni Association in
January 2016.

As an article in the Jewish Exponent trumpeted, during
ALEPH's summer 2015 admission cycle, ALEPH welcomed
24 new students into the primary ordination programs
for rabbis, cantors and rabbinic pastors. This largest-ever
entering cohort brings ALEPH's enrollment in the primary
ordination programs to 72 students in good standing (52
rabbinic students, 11 cantorial students and nine rabbinic
pastor students). This enrollment level excludes students
currently on leave of absence. In addition, ALEPH's three-
year program in Hashpa'ah (Spiritual Direction) has 18
students in its current cohort scheduled for completion
in January 2017, including 10 students who either already
hold a primary ordination or are advanced non-clergy
students studying on a non-ordination track. Taken
together, the ALEPH Ordination Program now ranks among
the largest rigorous liberal Jewish seminaries in North
America.

Uniquely among rigorous liberal Jewish seminaries, ALEPH
ordination students not only hail from around the world
but also study toward ordination while rooted in their
home communities, often serving in various positions

of Jewish spiritual leadership in congregations and
nonprofit contexts. ALEPH students currently reside on
four continents (North America, Europe, South America
and Africa), and in several dozen U.S. states and multiple


mailto:chair@aleph.org
http://t.sidekickopen41.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs2z90KvW4WrMgb1b9z09W4KBsld3x6J0Gf1f4B6j04?t=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aleph.org%2Frabbinic.htm&si=5205910825205760&pi=75d2606a-9fac-41b7-c6bd-758f58d66689
http://t.sidekickopen41.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs2z90KvW4WrMgb1b9z09W4KBsld3x6J0Gf1f4B6j04?t=http%3A%2F%2Fjewishexponent.com%2Fheadlines%2F2015%2F08%2Faleph-ordination-programs-welcomes-largest-incoming-class&si=5205910825205760&pi=75d2606a-9fac-41b7-c6bd-758f58d66689
http://t.sidekickopen41.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs2z90KvW4WrMgb1b9z09W4KBsld3x6J0Gf1f4B6j04?t=http%3A%2F%2Fjewishexponent.com%2Fheadlines%2F2015%2F08%2Faleph-ordination-programs-welcomes-largest-incoming-class&si=5205910825205760&pi=75d2606a-9fac-41b7-c6bd-758f58d66689
https://aleph.org/aop-new-students-2015-16

Canadian provinces coast to coast. Rooted in home
communities, ALEPH students are specially positioned to
learn and evolve spiritually while based organically in real-
life contexts.

ALEPH academic course offerings continue to grow. In
2015, ALEPH offered 44 full-semester live remote-learning
courses by video-conference attended by 296 students
and taught by 32 teachers. In addition to ALEPH's full-
semester course offerings, ALEPH offers in-person intensive
learning courses offered at ALEPH residential summer
programs, including Ruach Ha'Aretz, the ALEPH Kallah and
the ALEPH Intensive Learning (“Smicha Week”) retreat.

Expanding academic course offerings includes embracing
new faculty, reviewing and refining curricula, and initiating
new approaches to continually refine performance

and expand capacities. The Rabbinic Pastor Task Force
recommendations became the basis of several new
rabbinic pastor courses and programs. The Cantorial
Program also developed several new courses and
inaugurated plans for a Cantorial Program Advisory Council
to further develop the cantorial program.

Throughout 2015, the Va'ad and core faculty continued
their administrative restructuring process based on the
principles of sociocracy. This method of organizational
governance is designed to promote transparency and
inclusive decision-making transparent, and to grow in a
manner that is consultative and accessible — with high-
level engagement that seeks shared understandings of
issues and potential solutions. As part of this endeavor, an
array of working “circles” undertook high-level projects in
curriculum evaluation and redesign, the integration of the
former ALEPH Beit Midrash courses as full-semester AOP
courses, the refinement of the role of the student’s Director
of Studies, and the establishment of a strong collaborative
relationship with the AOP Student Association Board and
its committees.

The ALEPH Student Board, the governing body of the
ALEPH Student Association, has become an even stronger
voice for students and productively collaborated with the
Va'ad on significant matters pertaining to the success of
the program. The ALEPH Student Association inaugurated
an ethics forum, “Eye on Ethics,"which engages students in
a monthly pragmatic workshop on basic ethical issues that
arise in the context of spiritual leadership.

The attractive and clear presentation of AOP in the

new ALEPH website, and also the website’'s enhanced
functionality, has greatly improved program visibility and
ease of functioning. This year also saw a greatly improved
computer infrastructure, including the newest Moodle
update for online learning. ALEPH doubled server capacity
for the ALEPH Ordination Programs, added a new network
file server added to the system, built an integrated
structure across multiple servers, and added extensive

library resources for ordination students through our
password-protected Moodle site.

Projects in process include finalizing an agreement
with New York Theological Seminary (NYTS) to add

a cooperative and fully accredited Master of Divinity
program to our already existing ALEPH-NYTS Doctor of
Ministry program.

ALEPH CLASS OF 2015
biographies effective January 2015

Rabbi Richard Lawrence Backer, a resident of Newton,
Massachusetts, has been studying for rabbinical ordination
since 2008. With ten years of hospice and hospital
chaplaincy experience, Mr. Backer is currently the Pastoral
Care Coordinator for Winchester Hospital in Winchester,
Massachusetts. In addition, Mr. Backer is a Board Certified
Chaplain, certified by the National Association of Jewish
Chaplains, and is a member of the Massachusetts Bar. Prior
to beginning his second career in pastoral care, Mr. Backer
had a distinguished career in international real estate, as
Vice President for Gunwyn Development Company in
Cambridge, Massachusetts and as Senior Vice President

at Pembroke Real Estate, a division of Fidelity Investments
in Boston, overseeing the acquisition and development

of a real estate portfolio in: Boston; Washington, D.C,

San Francisco; Tokyo, Japan; Buenos Aires, Argenting;

and Sao Paulo, Brazil. Mr. Backer also served as a Real
Estate Specialist at the United States Department of State
in Washington, D.C. Mr. Backer earned his Bachelor of
Science in Economics from the Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1978, a Masters in City and
Regional Planning from the John F. Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University in 1983 and a Juris
Doctor from Boston College Law School in 1983. Also, in
2010, Mr. Backer received a Masters in Jewish Studies from
Hebrew College, recipient of The David Nisson Touroff
Memorial Prize for meritorious work in Jewish studies and

psychology.

Hazzan Daniel Kempin lives in Frankfurt, Germany. He has
been in the ALEPH Cantorial program since the beginning
of 2008. He has served as Cantor/Shaliach Tzibur for the
Egalitarian Minyan of the Jewish Community in Frankfurt
since the beginning of 1994, and also travels to serve other
communities in Germany. He was born in Wiesbaden,
Germany. He studied music and several semesters of
Jewish Studies at the University of Frankfurt and at a
Yeshiva in Jerusalem. Since 1983 he has given concerts and
taught workshops in Jewish music in Great Britain, Poland,
Hungary, Russia, Israel and the USA. He has recorded five
CDs, two of which won several musical awards. He has
been engaged in the Interreligious Dialogue for more than
thirty years, serving for 5 years in the Council of Religions in
Frankfurt, and was a co-founder of the Interreligious choir
in Frankfurt.



Hazzan Steve Klaper is a resident of Oak Park, Michigan.
He has been in the ALEPH Cantorial program since 2010.
He is a Jewish troubadour — a spiritual storyteller, minstrel
and teacher. Steve collaborates with Franciscan Brother Al
Mascia, promoting interfaith dialogue and reconciliation
through the Song and Spirit Institute for Peace, and is
spiritual leader of Shir Hanishama, a Renewal havurah
that meets at Song and Spirit. Steve received smicha as

a maggid from Maggid Yitzhak Buxbaum in 2008. With
over 40 years experience as a professional musician,
Steve infuses traditional Jewish teachings with ancient
and contemporary melodies, mystical chant and wide-
ranging stories. He has recorded several CDs of Jewish
music as well as an award-winning children’s music CD,

| Have a Little Shadow, based on the poems of Robert
Louis Stevenson. Steve is High Holiday hazzan at Cong.
Shir Tikvah in Troy, M, and presents concerts, classes and
worship experiences at churches, synagogues, festivals and
conferences throughout the country.

Rabbi Evan J. Krame, resident of Potomac, Maryland,
has been studying in the Rabbinic Program of the ALEPH
Ordination Program since 2008. He is the co-founder of
the Jewish Studio, which provides Jewish experiences for
adults in the Greater Washington DC area. Evan is a past
president of several non-profit organizations including
the Hillel at George Washington University and Shared
Horizons, Inc. that manages a pooled special needs

trust for persons with disabilities. Evan was a founder

of the American Friends of the Anne Frank House and
continues to serve as an officer after 20 years. Evan has
been honored with Hillel's Exemplar of the Year, Israel
Bonds Young Leadership Award, Jewish Federation of
Washington's Campaigner of the Year, ORT's commmunity
leadership award and the Shared Horizons Humanitarian
award. Evan continues as a partner in Krame and Biggin, a
Maryland law firm specializing in estates and trusts work,
with an emphasis on assisting the families of persons with
special needs. Evan is a graduate of Brandeis University
and George Washington University Law School and has an
LLM in Taxation.

Rabbi Lucy Rebecca Kushner lives in lowa City, lowa,
and has been studying for Rabbinic Ordination since 2009.
She has part time pulpits in Temple Sholom in Galesburg,
lllinois, Sons of Jacob in Waterloo, lowa, and leads monthly
musical Kabbalat Shabbat services at Agudas Achim in
lowa City. She has two degrees in classical music from the
Staatliche Hochschule fur Musik in Freiburg, Germany, and
has worked over three decades as a professional flutist in
German opera and radio orchestras. She has published
both poetry and prose in German, the most recent being
a contribution in “Transatlantic Immigration Stories.” She

is currently writing her thesis on“Zacharias Frankel as

a Jewish Educator”for her Master of Science in Jewish
Education at Spertus Institute in Chicago.

Rabbi David Evan Markus, a resident of Westchester
County, New York, has been studying for rabbinical
ordination since 2008. He has served since 2012 as
associate spiritual leader of Temple Beth-El of City Island
(New York City, New York), an independent congregation
dedicated to Jewish spirituality through music, prayer and
learning. Markus is a syndicated blogger for My Jewish
Learning, and his published scholarship focuses on spiritual
direction and liturgical innovation. Markus also serves

as Vice Chair and General Counsel of ALEPH: Alliance for
Jewish Renewal, the umbrella organization for Jewish
Renewal that includes the ALEPH Ordination Programs. In
secular life, Markus has a full-time public service career on
behalf of the State of New York. He currently presides as
Judicial Referee in New York Supreme Court, Ninth Judicial
District. Previously Markus served as special counsel to the
Chief Judge of New York State, senior counsel to the New
York Senate, and faculty at Fordham and Pace Universities.
Markus earned his Juris Doctor magna cum laude from
Harvard Law School, and his Masters in Public Policy with
honors from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School
of Government, which bestowed on Markus prestigious
Innovator in Public Service award. He earned his Bachelor
of Arts summa cum laude from Williams College.

Rabbi Abby Beth Michaleski, a resident of Camden
County, New Jersey, has been studying for rabbinic
ordination in the ALEPH Ordination Program since 2006.
Prior to entering rabbinical school, she worked for many
years as a b'nai mitzvah tutor, teacher, cantorial soloist and
lay leader for multiple congregations in the South Jersey
and Philadelphia areas while earning her Master’s Degree
in Jewish Studies from Gratz College in Pennsylvania. Ms.
Michaleski has served as the Spiritual Leader of Temple
Beth El of Hammonton, NJ since 2006 and will continue
as their rabbi following ordination, bringing the creative,
dynamic and spiritual energy of Jewish Renewal to this
congregation and the larger Jewish community. While
following this path of Jewish learning and teaching, she
has also worked as an Addictions Specialist, certified and
Licensed by the State of New Jersey since 1991. She

has been providing education, training, assessment and
therapeutic services in a wide variety of settings and offers
this specialized knowledge and experience to the Jewish
community as well. Ms. Michaleski maintains a private
practice and works as a Substance Abuse Evaluator for
the New Jersey Judiciary. She earned her Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Psychology with Highest Honors from Rutgers
University and an Associate’s Degree in Applied Science
from Camden County College.

Rabbinic Pastor Heena Reiter lives in Charlottesville,
Virginia, and began studying for rabbinic ordination in
the ALEPH program in 2008. In 2011, during her required
unit of chaplaincy, she recognized her calling to pastoral
care and transferred to ALEPH's Rabbinic Pastor program.



In 1991 Heena helped found P'nai Yisrael Chavurah, and
has since served as its Co-Spiritual Leader. She directed
the Gesher Center for Jewish Spirituality, Meditation and
Healing in Charlottesville from 2000-2009. She served
Congregation Beth Israel, Charlottesville as a religious
school teacher, coordinator of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah and
Music Programs and tutor during the past 25 years.
Passionately interested in and committed to the power
of listening as a tool of healing, Heena participated in
three Compassionate Listening Project delegations to
Israel and the Palestinian territories, beginning in 1998,
and remains involved in local interfaith and inter-spiritual
peace initiatives. In all her work, Heena strives to integrate
her knowledge of psychological/personality systems,

a commitment to meditation, spiritual practices and
personal growth, and her background as a psychiatric
nurse and holistic health practitioner with her Jewish
studies and the interfaith education she received during
her chaplain residency. She received a B.S.N,, from Hunter-
Bellevue School of Nursing, CUN.Y,, and her M.S.N.,, from
the University of Illinois at the Medical Center in Chicago.

Rabbi Lori D. Shaller lives in Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts,

on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard. She has studied in the
Rabbinic Ordination Program since 2007. Lori has been the
guest spiritual leader with various Jewish congregations
and Unitarian Universalist churches for three years, teaches
private students, leads interfaith, clergy spiritual direction
groups and sees private clients in spiritual direction. The
Jewish Women'’s Archive has published Lori’s curriculum

on Jewish women in the Labor Movement. Lori has been

a rabbinic fellow with Rabbis Without Borders and was

a participant in the 2014 Jewish and Muslim Emerging
Leaders Retreat sponsored by the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College’s Department of Multifaith Studies and
Initiatives. Lori has been an educator and curriculum writer
for twenty-five years, working in the areas of world history,
Shakespeare and curriculum design. She was a recipient of
the award for excellence in teaching through Northeastern
University’s World History Center. Lori earned an ALB cum
laude from Harvard University and Masters of Teaching
Social Studies Education, Grades 9-12 and Masters in
American Jewish History from Boston University.

Rabbi Rhonda Shapiro-Rieser lives in Western
Massachusetts in Greenfield. She entered the ALEPH
program in 2003. She is the Smith College Jewish Student
Advisor and also facilitates a support group for parents

of Jewish religious school children who have emotional
and physical difficulties. Shapiro-Rieser also works as a
therapist with a specialty in Autism Spectrum Disorders,
and has co-authored the forthcoming book, The Secret
Rules of Social Networking. She is currently working on a
handbook on Autism Spectrum Disorders to be used by
synagogue religious school staff. She received a Masters
degree in Counseling Psychology from Antioch University,

a graduate certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders, and

a Doctor of Ministry in Jewish Spiritual direction from

the Graduation Theological Foundation. In 2010 she

was recognized by Interfaith Connections of Western

MA, for her work in strengthening faith connections for
individuals with disabilities. For the last two years she has
been nominated as Advisor of the Year by Smith College
students. Shapiro-Rieser is also a novelist who writes about
Jewish subjects. She published the book A Place of Light,
which was a finalist for the Harold Ribalow Prize.

Rabbi Shifrah Tobacman lives in Emeryville, California,
and has been a student in the ALEPH Rabbinic Ordination
Program since 2007. Shifrah has served as a member of
the spiritual leadership team of Congregation Ner Shalom
in Cotati, CA where she is currently developing an adult
education program titled The Spirit of the Matter, aimed
at enriching the work of social justice and environmental
activists through deeper engagement with Jewish texts
and tradition. She earned a Masters in Jewish Studies from
the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley CA (2010), with a
thesis titled Ancient Threads, New Weavings: Counting the
Omer Then and Now, and is the author of Omer/Teshuvah:
49 Poetic Meditations for Counting the Omer or Turning
Toward a New Year. Shifrah has dedicated most of her
professional life to supporting and promoting the health
and wellbeing of individuals, communities and society

as a whole. She trained professionally as a Feldenkrais
Practitioner®with the Somathematics Training Program,
San Diego, California (1991) and has served as a massage
therapist Feldenkrais Practitioner®, health educator, and
public health professional. Shifrah earned a Masters in
Public Administration with a focus in health care and
organization change from California State University,
Hayward, CA (1998).

Rabbi Rain Zohav resides in Rockville, Maryland. She

has studied for rabbinic ordination in the ALEPH Program
since 2007. She currently serves as Director of Education of
Shirat HaNefesh congregation in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Her published D'vrei Torah include: Washington Jewish
Week."And God Saw That It Was Good," B'reishit, Oct. 15,
2014;"Misguided Challenges to Leadership,”Korach, June
18, 2014;"Plagues in Our Time Prompt Need for Change,’
Vaera, Dec. 26, 2013 (originally published as “The Challenge
of Living Sustainably”on kolaleph.org Jan 29, 2013);"The
Creation of Earthlings,”B'reishit, Oct. 11, 2012. She earned a
Masters in Jewish Studies with Highest Honors from Gratz
College and was also the recipient of the Graduate prize in
Bible studies 2012, and the Bible studies and Jewish studies
Graduate prizes in 2013. She earned her B.A. in Philosophy
and Religion, Summa Cum Laude from Mary Baldwin
College, and was the recipient of the Outstanding Adult
Degree Student Award.



5. ALEPH PROGRAMS

In addition to ALEPH Ordinations, ALEPH is the home of a consortium of retreat-based and online programs and institutes
for Jewish spirituality. These bring forward Jewish Renewal spiritual technologies, and are a focus of ongoing “research
and development”in Jewish spiritual life. The year 2015 was a landmark year in ALEPH programming:

Getting it Together and Ruach Ha'Aretz

Last summer, over the Fourth of July weekend, a diverse
group gathered at West Chester University (West Chester,
Pennsylvania) to celebrate Deep Ecumenism with a
weekend called Getting It..Together (a reference to Reb
Zalman's oft-quoted phrase, “The only way to get it
together -- is together!”).

The weekend celebrated the 25th anniversary of the trip

to Dharamsala, India, by a group of rabbis from across

the denominational spectrum, prominently including

Reb Zalman, to share secrets of survival and spirituality
with His Holiness, the XIV Dalai Lama of Tibet. This
exchange, and the relationships built before and after,
offer an extraordinary example of pluralism and trans-
denominationalism, as well as an amazing Jewish-Buddhist
dialogue on levels both deep and high. These, in turn,
became the subject of the best-selling book by Rodger
Kamenetz, The Jew in the Lotus, which chronicled the
dialogue between the Dalai Lama and the visiting rabbis.
Kamenetz's book continues to re-inspire the spirituality of
many thousands and profoundly affect the continuing flow
of Jewish Renewal.

Several participants from that trip reunited for the
weekend, including Rodger Kamenetz, Marc Lieberman,
Rabbi Moshe Waldoks, and Blu and Rabbi Yitz Greenberg.
Together they reflected on the continuing flow of deep
ecumenism in the legacy of Reb Zalman, whose first
yahrzeit on the secular calendar coincided with this
reunion weekend.

Immediately following the Getting It Together weekend
came ALEPH’s biennial Ruach Ha'Aretz retreat, which also
focused around a Deep Ecumenism theme. At Ruach
Ha'Aretz ALEPH launched a new program: Educating for
Spirituality.

A. Educating for Spirituality

Educating for Spirituality (EfS) is built around the mission
to enhance authentic spirituality in religious education
and communal life by creating and providing resources
and training to educators and clergy of all faith traditions.
Rabbis Reuben Modek, Lori Shaller and Rain Zohav
constitute the Executive Committee of EfS, and Rabbis Lori
Shaller and Rain Zohav are the Program’s Co-Directors and
lead teachers.

¥ EfS shares a Renewal approach to education through:

-~

YV yearly institutes;

~

Y online classes;

3 peer-reviewed curriculum and lessons through an
online resource center;

va

a listserve for EfS participants to share best practices
and support;

3 consultation for religious school programs.

The target audience for EfS is clergy, religious and spiritual
program teachers and directors, and seminarians of all faith
traditions. With intention to bring Renewal engagement
techniques and best educational practices to spiritual
program educators both within and outside of the Jewish
Renewal world, the goals of EfS include:

3 model successful techniques for bringing prayer into
the classroom;

¥ develop pedagogy and strategies for curriculum
development;

¥ focus on children’s spiritual education by creating
lessons on prayer, language acquisition and holidays
around students’ spirituality;

¥ reflect and develop educators’ own spirituality as
reflective pedagogical process; and

3 create safe and comfortable environments to explore
these ideas.

B. C-DEEP: Center for Devotional, Ecstatic,
and Energy Practices

In 2015, C-DEEP added a new and successful program, a
weeklong Ecstatic Meditation retreat held at the Fitzgerald
Center in Jemez Springs, New Mexico. Another such retreat
is planned for May 2016, a silent retreat centered around
practice of devekut (Oneness with God). To reach the place
of devekut, connection with the Great Mystery, we invoke
each of the elements (earth, water, fire and air) through
chant and ritual.

Also in 2015, we began training the eighth cohort of Kol
Zimra (Chant Leaders Training for rabbis, cantors, and lay
leaders) in Mendham, New Jersey, as the seventh cohort
graduated from their training in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

The seventh cohort was an amazing group of 19 leaders,
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now initiated onto a path of love, spiritual practice and
leadership. They return to their home communities in
California, Arizona, New York, Texas, Florida, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Colorado, Pennsylvania, Oregon, New Mexico
and Canada... inspired to serve and spread the joys of

deep immersion in our heritage through the Magic of
Hebrew Chant.

Kol Zimra 9 will begin in July 2016 and applications for
participation are now open.

“To anyone who has been searching for an experience of genuine spiritual depth in a Jewish context, | would say: your
search ends (and begins) with Kol Zimra. In Kol Zimra, Shefa has succeeded in creating an entirely new phenomenon
within Judaism—a simple, practical technology, based on Hebrew scripture, that anyone can utilize to their great spiritual
and psychological benefit. In keeping with the tradition of all great spiritual revivals, it's no exaggeration to say that Shefa
has thrown wide open the gates of Jewish prayer. All who sincerely wish to enter them, can naturally, effortlessly enter

them here”— Rabbi Alan Green

“Rabbi Shefa Gold brings a rare authenticity to everything she teaches. While many students, myself included, first
encountered Reb. Shefa through chanting, in this retreat [Ecstatic Meditation] she brings front and center her lifetime of
experience with meditation, as well as the profound wisdom of Jewish and other spiritual traditions. Shefa’s teachings
enriched and deepened my long-standing meditation practice and made it alive again after it had become dry and
routine. Guided deep into the silence, I reconnected to heart and opened to being in the presence of the Divine both
in and out of meditation practice. | continue to experience this connection unfolding in my daily life long after the
retreat has ended, which is the mark of life-changing learning from an inspired and inspiring teacher. — Maxine Fraade

C.The ALEPH Sage-ing® Mentorship
Program

The ALEPH Sage-ing® Mentorship Program consists of a
three-class cycle. The first class in that cycle -- Part One,
"Wisdom of the Heart: From Age-ing to Sage-ing®”’-- was
taught by Sage-ing® Co-Founders and Co-directors Bahira
Sugarman and Rabbi Shaya Isenberg during July 2015 at
West Chester University (West Chester, Pennsylvania) at the
Ruach Ha'Aretz Summer Retreat. They will teach Part One
again at Kallah in July 2016.

Co-Directors Rabbis Victor and Nadya Gross taught Part
Two, “Death as Home Coming: Life is the Answer”on end

of life issues, in Tampa, Florida, during January 2015 with
Lynne Iser, Rabbi Shaya Isenberg and Bahira Sugarman
participating. The Grosses again taught Part Two in January
2016 with Rabbi Shaya and Bahira participating.

Parts One and Two have been attracting increasing
numbers of participants. The present generation of ‘elders’
is now waking up to this opportunity to meet the third act
of their lives in new ways, as we have met each preceding
stage in our lives.

A third cohort began Part Three, the certification part of
the ALEPH Sage-ing® Mentorship Program, in October

2015. Their studies continue throughout the year, meeting
five additional times via teleconference, meeting monthly
in chevruta, and creating their own community projects
with individual faculty guidance.

The final five-day intensive for Graduation Week, will be
held in fall 2016 at Pearlstone Retreat Center (Reisterstown,
Maryland), where students will present their community
projects. Faculty will also present cutting edge work in
progress. It is a time of ever deepening learning for us all.

Graduates from the previous Cohorts are engaged in
consciously continuing on their Sage-ing® journey in their
communities in Canada, Brazil, Israel, California, Colorado,
Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. They are creating an ever more conscious
generation of people who are sage-ing.

D. Embodying Spirit, En-Spiriting Body

During 2016, Rabbi Diane Elliot and her co-teachers
continued the successful Embodying Spirit, En-Spiriting
Body program. This program is designed to gently and
joyfully guide participants in learning to dance their soul’s
yearning and to move sacred text off the page. This in-
depth, innovative program also provides participants with
skills to become “embodiment facilitators”in their home

communities.
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Participants said:

“| felt that the heavens reached down to open a path of light and love to me, filling it with dancing soul sisters of deep
intent and full hearts, all beckoning me onward on the journey that is mine. A life-giving feast for body, heart, mind and
soull” - Evlyn Gould, Professor, University of Oregon, lay leader at Temple Beth Israel, Eugene

“This was very meaningful integration time... and an amazing journey. | utilized what | learned immediately, both
personally and in all of the classes | teach — including b'nai mitzvah, pre-natal yoga, and Embodied Prayer yoga!— Mia
Miriam Cohen, midwife, Jewish ritual leader and rabbinical student

“Diane’s way touches and opens my being to such great depths, to a place where | can truly access more of my essence
and authentic self and, in turn, gain more access to our Torah and liturgy.... Information becoming wisdom, nourishing,
challenging and illuminating deep places within me’— Alisa Fineman, Cantorial Soloist at Congregation Beth Israel,
Carmel Valley, CA

E. Looking Ahead to New Programs in 2016 tradition. Our first Tikshoret classes are already underway:
stay tuned for further updates!

In early 2016, ALEPH launched Tikshoret: Connections, a
new online adult education initiative that offers adults
an opportunity to dive deeply into the spiritual and

Later in 2016, ALEPH will launch the ALEPH Scholars and
Speakers Bureau. This initiative will connect communities

educational gifts of Jewish Renewal from home. The with the spiritual resources of Jewish Renewal, and offer
Hebrew word Tikshoret comes from the root for “deep individual ALEPH Network members with speaking,
connection, and that’s what these classes are designed teaching, davening, workshop leading, exhibition, and

to be: an opportunity to connect with the riches of our performance opportunities.

6. The ALEPH Network

During 2015, ALEPH spent many months in conversation with alumni, affiliated communities, and members of OHALAH
(the transdenominational association of Jewish Renewal clergy) about the affiliation model. These conversations have
raised up a sense that denominational structures are weakening across the Jewish world —a common refrain in the
Listening Tour — and that ALEPH's own models likewise must evolve.

Partly in response to those conversations, ALEPH is pioneering a successor to the denominational affiliation model. We
are calling it the ALEPH Network, and it was soft-launched in late 2015.

The ALEPH Network will be an alliance of nonprofit organizations, individuals, synagogues, chavurot, and more — all
standing together at the vibrant cutting-edge of Judaism where meaning, heart experience, soul experience together
call forward those spiritual technologies that will best serve the core needs of Jewish spiritual seekers today and
tomorrow.

The ALEPH Network is not a denomination with a top-down approach to management, governance, theology,
resources and financing. ALEPH has never been that and will never be that. Rather, the ALEPH Network will unite
ALEPH affiliated communities (and might replace that model in time) with congregations and communities that either
are independent of any denomination or that participate in a denominational system. Participation in the ALEPH
Network will help brand the member as doing innovative, heart-centered, spiritual, meaningful work in resonance with
the overall non-denominational principles of ALEPH and Jewish Renewal.

The ALEPH Network will be just that — a network paradigm far more horizontal than vertical focused on connecting
people, institutions and communities on a peer-to-peer basis where the energy and “juice” comes from the collective.
The ALEPH Network will harness resources, support shared branding, provide ethics jurisdiction, and offer a portal for
resources, ALEPH programs and hevreschaft — all without the rigidity of the now-eroding denominational era.
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There are three levels of ALEPH Network membership: organizational, congregational, and individual. In 2016 ALEPH
will launch a new section of its website featuring a directory of ALEPH Network members: communities, congregations,
nonprofit organizations, and individual artists, teachers, rabbis, and scholars.

We're already seeing a lot of interest in the Network from people and places which had not previously been affiliated with
ALEPH, and we look forward to helping the Network grow in coming months.

For more information about the forthcoming ALEPH Network, please contact ALEPH executive director Shoshanna
Schechter-Shaffin at shoshanna@aleph.org, or call 215.247.9700 x24.

7. Sustainability & Donor Recognition

A. ALEPH Endowment and Legacy Giving

In 2015, ALEPH finalized efforts to create an endowment.
Now, when donors contribute to an ALEPH endowment
fund, they will help create a permanent legacy of support
for ALEPH. Endowment funds are a permanent, self-
sustaining source of funding. Assets are held and invested
by the Richmond Jewish Foundation.

Each year, a portion of the value of the fund is paid out to
ALEPH to support the fund’s purpose, and any earnings
in excess of this distribution are used to build the fund’s
market value. In this way, an endowment fund can

grow and provide support for its designated purpose in
perpetuity.

Here are a few ways donor legacy giving can make a
lasting difference:

ALEPH Scholarship Endowment Fund
Minimum Gift: $1,000.

Legacy gifts to the scholarship endowment fund
help to:

3 Greatly relieve the financial burden of many future and
current students, while at the same time, attracting
many new highly qualified and talented students to our
programs.

1N Allow current and future students to take the courses
that they need in a timely fashion and therefore be
ordained in a more reasonable amount of time.

¥ Remove the financial burden away from students in true
financial need and deeply struggling to make it through
the program, despite presenting strong academic skills
and professional promise.

3 Ensure a strong future for ALEPH and the transformative
legacy and vision of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi,
7'l by helping produce generations of highly skilled,
talented Jewish Renewal spiritual leaders

B. Named Scholarships

Donors can name a scholarship for oneself, a family, or

in memory or in honor of someone. The scholarship will
be recorded as “The [Name of Your Choice] Scholarship.
Named Scholarships require a minimum gift, or pledge of
$18,000 given over a maximum of five years. Scholarships
will be granted to ALEPH students in that name once the
donor achieves the total commitment pledged.

Special thanks to everyone who has donated to launch
this endowmentin 2015. ALEPH's originating named
scholarship supporters include:

3 The Lasko Foundation

3 Heritage Trip Participants “In honor of Reb Marcia, Reb
Leila and Hazzan Jack”

¥ Hoberman Family Scholarship
3 The Susan A. Wehle Cantorial Scholarship

Featured Scholarship

The Susan Wehle Fund has established the Susan
Wehle Cantorial Scholarship through ALEPH to further
what Susan started as the first female cantor ordained
through the Jewish Renewal Movement.

Each year, a student accepted to the ALEPH Cantorial
program with financial need may apply to receive
assistance to pursue this passion to complete

the training and bring its wisdom back to their
communities.

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi Endowment for
Jewish Renewal

Gifts to this fund will support ALEPH program
development.

Minimum Gift: $500


mailto:shoshanna%40aleph.org?subject=

ALEPH has always served a role as the Research and
Development for innovative Jewish Renewal programs.
Your gift to the Reb Zalman Endowment Fund will

help lay the foundation for start up programs and new
initiatives from ALEPH. You can make a general gift to

this endowment, or designate your support for a specific
project. Contact us to find out what new programs are on
the horizon and how you can become our partner and
stakeholder in ALEPH's development, implementation and
impact!

Support to these Endowments may also be done via

V) Gifts Through Your Will

3 Charitable Bequests

1Y Beneficiary Designation
t3 Charitable IRA Rollover
N Gifts of Real Estate

For assistance in planning your endowment gift, please
contact Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin, Executive Director

by email at shoshanna@aleph.org or call 215.247.9700 x 24.

C. Minyanaires 5776

During 2015 we inaugurated a new group of ALEPH
supporters: ALEPH Minyanaires. \We are seeking at least
10 members of the community to pledge $10,000 each
during the Jewish year 5776 (2015-2016).

The support of our Minyanaires will guarantee an
outstanding 2016 Kallah featuring some of the Jewish
Renewal world’s finest teachers, among them Rabbi Tirzah
Firestone, Rabbi Shefa Gold, Rabbi Andrew Hahn, Rabbi Jill
Hammer, Hazzan Jack Kessler, author Rodger Kamenetz,
Rabbi Jay Michaelson and Rabbi Marcia Prager. We are also
planning new innovations, including outdoor programs
with Wilderness Torah and Adventure Rabbi.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our 5776 Minyanaires
thus far:

Anonymous

Susan Raskin Abrams

Binah Block

Judith Dack

Rabbinic Pastor David Daniel Klipper
Rabbi Evan Krame

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz

Jade Netanya Ullmann

When 10 come together in prayer, we form a true
community (@and can recite the prayers which feature a

call and response.) When 10 come together in tzedakah,
our community is strengthened. Help us make the Kallah
affordable to young people; help us guarantee the future of
Jewish Renewal; help us share Jewish Renewal Torah with
those who thirst. Will you help us make our minyan?
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2015 Donor Supporters
(As of 12/31/15)

Thank you to everyone who
supported ALEPH in 2015.

Minyanaires

Anonymous

Susan Raskin Abrams

Binah Block

Judith Dack

Rabbinic Pastor David Daniel
Klipper

Rabbi Evan Krame

Rabbi Yocheved Mintz

Jade Netanya Ullmann

Donor Supporters

Jenifer (Kubitz) Fisch
Jack and Stephanie Aaron
David Abramowitz
Susan Abrams

Howard Avruhm Addison
Shayndel Adler-Eldridge
Aura Ahuvia

David Aladjem

Gail Albert

Adriana Albertal

Gayle Alterman

Susan Alterman

Esther Dzialowski Amarante
Beulah Amsterdam
Matia Angelou

Laura Applestein

David Arfa

Merri L. and Ramie Arian
Marcos Askenazi

Amy Attias

Caryn Aviv

Esther Azar

Alan Bachman

Richard Backer

Chava Bahle

Cathlin Baker

Cori Balin

Yesh Ballon

John Baltisberger

David Balto

Rachel Barenblat
Benjamin Barnett

Dennis Beck-Berman
Sarah Beck-Berman
Sara Becker

Juliet Beier

Allison Bell

Liz Benson

Jeffrey Berg

Rachel Berg

Wendy Berk

Phyllis Berman
Anaik Berneche

Leila Gal Berner
Steven Berns

Mira Biller

Bruce Birnberg

Julie Bittman

Martin Bloch

Binah Block

Antonio Blue-Gamble
Beatriz Blum

David Blumenstein
Bella Bogart

Varda Brahms

Esther Sadie Brandon
Joni Brenner
Virginia Brissette
Jacqueline Brodsky
Neal Brodsky
Morton Brooks
David Brown

Judy Brown

Rakia Brown
Stephanie Brown
Linda Browning
Linda Brownstein
Jim Brule

Paul Buch

Joan and Harold Burstyn
Simcha Daniel Burstyn
Mary Burton

Ezra Caplan

Adalah Caplowe
Enid Cardozo
Victoria Carmona
Shayna Caul

Miriam Charney
Rachel Meira Chmiel
Barb Christiaans

The Chrysalis Fund
Rivkah Coburn
Andrea Cohen Kiener
Barbralu Cohen
Bonnie Cohen
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Eli Cohen

Hal Cohen

Mia Cohen

Mitch Cohen
Nancy Cohen
Adam Cohn

Joan Cooke

Lisette Cooper
Leigh Copeland
Clifford Craine
Bonnie Cramer
Lona Crist

JoAnn Crown

E. David Curiel
Julie Danan

Judy Danzig

Ann Daskal

Amy Datz
Jonathan Davidson
Emily Davis

Jose de Kwaadsteniet
Carola de Vries Robles
Julie Dean

Scott Deetz

Ruth Delfiner

Dana Densmore
Shoshanah Devorah
Denise DeYonker
Christine Dietz
Linda Jo Doctor
Tova Dodi

Adam Dorsay
Wayne Dosick
Danny Drachsler
Karen Dresser
Barbara Drosnin
Malka Drucker
Laura Duhan Kaplan
Adele Eastman
Cindy and Glenn Easton
Eliyahu Eckelberg
Cherina Eisenberg
Mark Elber

A. Monty Eliasov
Juliet Elkind-Cruz
Diane Elliot

Rose Ellis

Tully Ellsberg
Gerry Elman

Peter Elvin

Louise Elving

Anita Emery

Susan Enfield



Barry Epstein

Robert Michael Esformes

Andrew Ettin

Shulamit Fagan

Shulamit Wise Fairman

William & Barbara Fairman

Jeff Federman

Lynn Feinberg

Shir Yaakov Feit

Fern Feldman

Henny Feldman

Bruce Feldstein

Susan Felix

Jacqueline Ferris

Carolyn Shoshana Fershtman

Rayzl Feuer

Barry Fineman

Tirzah Firestone

Robin Fischer

Howard Fisher

Seth Fishman

Carol Fleischman Sotirescu

Miri Fleming

Fred & Susan Forman

Yonina Andrea Foster

The Foundation for the Jewish
Federation of Greater Rochester

Michal Fox

Maxine Fraade

Mira Frank

Nicole Frank

Laurie Franklin

Paula Freedman

Robert Freedman

Leah Frey-Rabine

David Friedman

Donna Friedman

Helene Frommer

Harvey Fruman

Pamela Frydman

Monica Fuchs

Barak Gale

Alan Ganapol

Laurence Gardner

Sha'ari Garfinkel

Jerome Geffner

Generations Fund

Germeshausen Foundation

Larry Gerstenhaber

Patricia Gibbs

Andrea Gilbert

Sherril Gilbert

Peter Gingiss

Dalbert and Nancy Ginsberg

Stan and Ethel Ginsberg

Terry Gips

llan Glazer

Maurice Gluckstadt

Shefa Gold

Steve Gold

Zisha Gold

Goldblatt Fund of the Austin
Community Foundation

Zelig Golden

Aggie Goldenholz

Judith Goldfarb

David Goldstein

Myron and Bernice Goldstein

Ruth Goldston

Judith Goleman

Andrea Gomez

Sandra Gonzales

Gwen Goodkin

Malka Goodman

Natalie & Harold Gorvine

Mel Gottlieb

Shimon Gottschalk

Evlyn Gould

Hadar Grabel

Andrea Lynn Graber

Sarah Leah Grafstein

Janee Graver

Alan Green

Lawrence Green

Marilyn Greenberg

Diane Greene

Linda Leah Greene

Martin Gross

Nadya Gross

Teri Grossblatt

Stacy Grove

Stephanie Guedalia

Sue Gurland

Chaya Gusfield

Lynne Haber

Andrew Hahn

Jenn Hahn

Sonia Haimes

Kevin Hale

Judith Halevy

Kit and Naomi Hall

Eliron Hamburger

Beth Hammer

Jay & Nancy Handwerger
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Ori Har DiGennaro
Andrea Harris

Edwin Harris

Zahara Heckscher
Carol Hennessy
Robert Hensley
Shoshanna Henya
Max Heppner

De Herman

H. Robert Herman

Lee Herman

Elinor Hernon

Laurie Herscher
Rachel Hersh

Laen Hershler

Vicki Herson

Oran Hesterman

Jane Heyman

Adinah Patricia Hickman
David Hicks

Richard and Sara Hicks
Thomas Hiermann
Maury Hoberman
Cynthia Hoffman
Tobie Hoffman

James Hooton

Bonnie L. Houghton
Shonna Husbands-Hankin
Yitzhak Husbands-Hankin
Naomi Hyman

Ivan Ickovits

T'mimah Ickovits
Janet Idema

Eve llsen

Nalini Indorf Kaplan
David Ingber

Caroline Isaacs

Shaya Isenberg

Burt Jacobson

Elana Jagoda Kaye
Betsy Jameson

The Jewish Studio, Inc.
Bindi, Soham, Meera and Suri Jhaveri
Michael Joblin

Kyle Jones

Ann Jory

Raachel Jurovics
Clifford E & Susan S Kahn
Melissa Kahn

Lori Kalvert

Alan Kaplan

Richard Kaplan



Aubrey Kassirer
David Kauffman
Joan Kaufman

Judy Kaye

Irwin Keller

Daniel Kempin
Marla Kennedy
Jeffrey Kessler

Scott Kessler

Susie Kessler

Cathy Steirn and Chris Kinavey
Steven King

Steve Klaper

Lori Klein

Malkah Binah Klein
Marion Klein
Matthew Klein

David Daniel Klipper
Ari Kloke

Deborah Knox
Allegra Kochman
Boris Kofman

Inna Kogan

Debora Kohn

Debra Kolodny
Bonnie Korman
Dorry Korn

Evan Krame

Mary Blye Kramer
Gloria Krasno
William Kreisberg
Ronald Kreisman
Rick and Robin Kreutzer
latifa KROPF

Jennifer Krueger
lrwin Kula

Lucinda Kurtz
Arthur Kurzweil
Delia Sherman and Ellen Kushner
Lucy Rebecca and David Kushner
Arik Labowitz

Gayle Lacks

Tova Ladley

Diane Tiferet Lakein
Svetlana Lambrozo
Edward Lamon
Yocheved Landsman
Rachmiel Langer
Lasko Family Foundation
Joseph Laur

Alice Lavelle

Lance Laver

Bonnie Lawrence
Jessica Leash

Eliana Nadyne Lee

Leizerman Foundation

Richard Lenson

Carol Lerner

Lynn LeRose

Ketzirah Lesser

Eli Lester

Meta Levi

Fern and Joel Levin Philanthropic Fund

Joel Levin

Marsha and Susan Levine and
Hamadock

Diane Levine

Larry Levine

Lisa Levine

Eyal Levinson

Suri Levow-Krieger

Alan Levy

Frank Levy

Miryam Levy

Stanley Levy

Tammy Lianu

Benyamin Lichtenstein

David Lieberman

The Lief Family Charitable Fund

Laura Lippman

David & Elizabeth Lischner

Kimberly Livingston

Shafir Lobb

Rosemary Lohndorf

Lowe Lowenhaupt Family Fund of The
Oregon Community Foundation

Joe Lukasik

Diana Lynn

Abbe Lyons

Judith Lyons

Barbara J. Macy

Alicia Magal

Susan Magidson

Philip Mandelkorn

Belle and Jason Mann

Steven Margolin

Jeff Marker

Neil Markowitz

David Markus

Charlotte Mason

Anibal Mass

Steve Masters

Annie Matan Gilbert

Joanna Mauer

Cheryl McCartney

Beth McCracken-Harness

Bena Medjuck-Bruckner

Felicia Mednick
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Lisa Menadue

Howard Menaker

Martin Mesh

Jeffrey S. Meyers

Rahmaneh Meyers

Mary F. Meyerson

Jay Michaelson

Abby Michaleski

Goldie Milgram

Cheryl Miller

Randall Miller

Vilasini Mills

Jacob Mink

Jonah Mink

Yocheved Mintz

Shoshana and Freddy Mitrani Knapp

Reuben Modek

Amy Mook

Marian Morgan

Leana Moritt

Sue Morningstar

Nahariyah Mosenkis

Natale Moss

Mary Ellen Movshin

Ziva Moyal

Henri Chanina Mugier

Musinsky Krieger Fund

Joan Myles

Miranda Nadel

Hannah Nathans

Linda Nathanson-Lippitt

Anne Nedbailo

Neysa Nevins

Benjamin Newman

Carol Newman

Darla Newman

Cynthia Norwitz

Novak and Brachfeld Charitable Gift
Fund

Deborah Nye

Jackie Olenick

Shira Oler

Paul Oppenheimer

G. Timothy Orrock and Francene Orrok
Fund

Linda Owen

Laura Owens

Jeremy Parnes

Adria Pass

Barbara Passikoff

Doreen & Mark Paster

Sharon Pearl

Susan Penn

Nina Perlmutter



Aviva Perlo

Amy Pessah
Suzanne Peters
Bruce Phillips
Maureen Phillips
Ellen Pildis

Paula Popper
Sue Potts
Marcia Prager
Margaret Presley-Stein
Benjamin Price
Renata Price

Ed Purdy

Jane Rabin

TZipi Radonsky
David Rafsky

Simcha and Rayzel Raphael

Jesse Rappaport
Martin Rawlings-Fein
Jalda Rebling
Karen Redgreene
Kristine Reed
Connie Reider
Ellen Reider

Doris Reisig

Heena Reiter

Scott Reiter
Stephanie Reith
Beverly Rich
Kenneth Rich

Neil Richman

Moti Rieber
Beverly Rimer
Marcelo Rittner
Max Rivers

Gadiel Robbins
Michael Robin
Celeste L. Robins
Naomi Robinson
Yaira Robinson
Paulette Rochelle-Levy
Lex Rofes

Elisabeth Rogolsky
Margie Rome
Cynthia A Rose
D'vorah Rose
Deliah Rosel

Mark Rosenberg
Oscar Rosenbloom
Ruth Rosenblum
Lois Rosenfeld
Charna Rosenholtz
Ken Rosenstein
Edna Ross

Kay Ross

Ken Ross

Betsy Roth

Jeff Roth

Michele Rozansky

Jennifer Rubenstein

Sherwin B. Rubin

Janice Rubin

Michal Rubin

Elca Rubinstein

Lucien Ruby

Franna Ruddell

Alice Rudnick

Niels Ruerup

Mark Russo

S. Hettleman J. Cantor/The Irrevocable
Ahava Trust

Paul Sakol

Naomi Saks

Sue Salinger

Jan Salzman

Laurie Sanford

Mary Sanmiguel Kraus

Eva Sax-Bolder

Susan Saxe

Brian Yosef Schachter-Brooks

Jonathan Schachter

Lynna Schaefer

Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin

Basya Schechter

Kellie Scheer

Sara Schestenger

Ellie Schindelman

Joan and Laine Schipper

Joel and Laine Schipper

Saraleya Schley

Robert Schloss

Philip Schlossberg

Judith Schmidt

Chaim Lieb Schneider

Leslie Schotz

Dale Schreiber

Jeffrey Schulman

Vickie Schulman

Arlene Schuster

David Schwartz

Mona Schwartz

Steve and Jerri Schwartz

Philip Schwarz

Mary Linda Schwarzbart

Flora Schweid

Christopher Sealey

Irene and Eric Seff

Audrey Seidman
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Elyse Seidner-Joseph
Aaron J. Sender
Gerald Serotta
Laura Shakun

Lori Shaller

Kristin Shannon
Rhonda Shapiro-Rieser
Elaine Shapiro
Renee Shapiro
Diane M. Sharon Philanthropic Fund
Sheila Sharpe

Elina Shcop

Fran Shectman
Daniel Sheff
Debrah Shenefelt
Carrie Shepard
Jessica K. Shimberg
Arielle Shimko
Marc & Karen Shlossman
Mark Shmueli
David Shneyer
Robert Shulman, MD
Hanna Tiferet Siegel
Stephen Siegel
Toni Siegel

David Siff

Ann Silver

Carolyn Silver

Hazel Silverberg
Steven Silvern

Ken Simmons
Susan Simmons
Laura Simon
Richard Simon
Jennifer Singer
Joseph Sklar
Virginia Smilack
Debra Smith
Warren Snaider
Nancy Snyder
Stacy Snyder

Nina Sokol

Araya Sol

William Soll

Bruce Solomon
Eugene Sotirescu
Jon Spiegel

Patrice Spitz

Susan Spivack

Ed Stafman

Martha Stampfer
Ellen Stein Weaver
Randi Stein

Dorith Steinberg



Ahouva Steinhaus
Kaya Stern-Kaufman
Mona & Neilan Stern
Mona Sternbach
Elizabeth Sternlieb
Shula Stevens Calmann
Jonathan Stoler
Virginia Stout

Hedy Straus

Gavriel Strauss
Joyce Strickland
Bahira Sugarman
Michele Sumka
Anne Suslovic
Bonita Sussman
Charlotte Sutker
Louis Sutker

Sue Swartz

Sharron Szabo
Pauline Tamari

Brett Tancer

Lucas Tarquino
Sarah Tauber

Eric Teitel

Jay TelRav

Benjamin Telushkin
Stephen I. Ternyik
David Teva
Shulamit Thiede
Gail Tishman
Jeremy Tobacman
Shifrah Tobacman
Linda Tobin

Joanne Tolkoff
John Townsend
Ellen Triebwasser
Judy Tsafrir

Sylvia Turner-Yanofsky
Barbara Turner

Ullmann Family Foundation, Inc.

Cindy Umbrell

Ida Unger

Stefani Valadez
Matthew van der Giessen
Zoe Van Raan

Stacey Vankeuren

Tom Vinson

WK. Kellogg Foundation
Andrea Waisman

Moshe Waldoks

David Waterman
Elizabeth Webb

Susan Weida

Beth Weinberger

Kayla Weiner
Myra Weiner

Uziel Weingarten
Yosef Weinstein
Yosi Weintraub
Jaime Weiss

Larry Weiss

Nancy Weiss
Rodney Weiss
Robert Weissberg
Nili Weissman
Ruth Weisz
Donald White
Shohama Wiener
Ira Wiesner
Audrey Wile
Deborah Wilgoren
Susan Windle
Felice Winograd
Alison Wissot
Deborah Wohl
Wolfson Family Giving Fund
Margo Wolfson
Carl Woolf
Rachael Wooten
Sandra Wortzel
Hana and Mordehai Wosk
Judith Wouk
Gregory Yaroslow
Robin Youngelman
David Zaslow
Fran Zavin

Laura Zeisler

Paul Zeitz

Shawn Zevit
Simcha Zevit
Cathy Zheutlin
Jack Zietman
Pinchas Zohav
Rain Zohav

Ira Zukerman
Bella Zuzel

Terri Zweig

Melvin Zwillenberg

ALEPH Network Supporters

ALEPH also would like to thank the
thousands of individuals who are
members and supporters of ALEPH
via Affiliated Communities and ALEPH
Network Communities:

Am Kolel
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B'nai Horin

B'nai Or of Boston

Beth Jacob Synagogue

Chadeish Yameinu

Chavurah P'nai Yisrael Chochmat
Halev

Congregation Beth Israel

Congregation Beth Shalom

Congregation Eitz Or

Congregation Kol Simchah

Congregation Nahalat Shalom

Congregation P'nai Or of Central
Connecticut

Congregation Shaarei Shamayim

Congregation Shir Tikvah

Elijah Minyan

Emanuel Synagogue

Havurah Shir Hadash

Jewish Cmnty of Huanuco Beith Etz
Chaim-

Jewish Congr. of Brazil-Chavurah Al
Sfat ha-Yam

Kavanat Halev

Kol Hai: Husdon Valley Jewish
Renewal

Makom Shalom

Nava Tehila

Neve Shalom

Nevei Kodesh

Ohel Hachidusch

Or Ahavah

Or Ha Lev Jewish Renewal
Community

Or Shalom

P'nai Or of Portland

P'nai Or Philadelphia

Pardes Hannah: The Jewish Renewal
Community of Ann Arbor

Pardes Levavot

Rimon Resource Center for Jewish
Spirituality

Romemu

Ruach Chavurah

Ruach Hamidbar

Shir HaYam

Temple Adath Or

Temple Beth El of City Island

Temple Or Olam

The Congregation Eitz Chayim

The Jewish Studio, Inc.

Yavneh: A Jewish Renewal Community



8. GOVERNANCE AND STAFF

In 2015, ALEPH Board Chair Rabbi Jeremy Parnes
concluded his ALEPH leadership after years of visionary
service. Jeremy continues to serve on the ALEPH Board
as Past Chair and Chair of the ALEPH Board’s Nominating
Committee. In April 2015, the ALEPH Board welcomed
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat and Rabbi David Markus to
three-year terms as Board co-chairs.

During 2015, the ALEPH Board accepted the resignations
of Rabbi Malka Drucker and Joan Cooke from the ALEPH
Board. ALEPH is deeply grateful to them for their years of
service. Rabbi Malka continues to serve as a member of the
ALEPH Publishing Circle and member of the forthcoming
ALEPH Advisory Council.

Also during 2015, the ALEPH Board welcomed new Board
member Jane Graver, who brings substantial experience
in entrepreneurship and Jewish leadership from her
various roles in New York. In late 2015, the ALEPH Board
welcomed back former ALEPH Board chair Linda Jo
Doctor, who brings both substantial institutional memory
and wisdom, and extensive program experience from her
work with the Kellogg Foundation. Jane and Linda both
were confirmed to three-year terms.

On the ALEPH staff, 2015 was a time of continuing change
and exciting new horizons:

¥ Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin began her first full year
as ALEPH executive director, succeeding Joseph Laur,
who continues as a rabbinical student in the ALEPH
Ordination Program. Shoshanna’s role includes Board-
staff coordination, strategic management, visioning and
overall responsibility for ALEPH. Shoshanan is based in
suburban Richmond, Virginia.

¥ David Brown was promoted to ALEPH's Chief Operating
Officer, overseeing all aspects of ALEPH operations and
administration. David is based in Philadelphia.

¥ Tamy Jacobs began her position as ALEPH Director of
Development and Special Events. Tamy’s role includes
coordinating Kallah and cultivating ALEPH's sustainability
program. Tamy is based in Chicago.

t¥, Rabbi Nadya Gross and Rabbi Victor Gross,
recognizing their pre-eminent role shaping and
stewarding ritualcraft for ALEPH, were named Co-
Directors of Programs and Ritual. Rabbis Nadya and
Victor coordinate ALEPH Programs and component
projects, and lead the development of spiritual ritual for
and throughout ALEPH - in addition to their roles in the
ALEPH Ordination Program and their own retreats. They
are based outside of Denver, Colorado.

t3 Shir Yaakov Feinstein-Feit left his position as ALEPH's
Creative Director to focus on his rabbinical studies in
ALEPH and continue building his spiritual community,
Kol Hai, an ALEPH Network community in New York’s
Hudson Valley.

t¥ Jessica Shimberg left her position as Kallah Coordinator
to focus on her rabbinic studies in ALEPH and continue
building her spiritual community, The Little Minyan, in
Columbus, Ohio.
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9. ALEPH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rabbi Rachel Barenblat

(Board co-chair) was ordained by ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal as rabbiin 2011 and mashpiah
(spiritual director) in 2012. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in religion from Williams College and a
Masters in Fine Arts in Writing and Literature from the Bennington Writing Seminars. She is author of
three books: 70 faces: Torah poems (Phoenicia Publishing, 2011), Waiting to Unfold (Phoenicia, 2013),
' i and the forthcoming Open My Lips (Ben Yehuda Press, 2016), as well as several poetry chapbooks. A

Rabbis Without Borders Fellow, Rachel is an alumna facilitator for the Emerging Jewish and Muslim
Religious Leaders retreat organized by RRC's Office of Multifaith Studies and Initiatives. Since 2003 she has blogged as The
Velveteen Rabbi, and in 2008, TIME named her blog one of the top 25 sites on the internet. Her work has appeared in The
Wisdom Daily, Lilith, The Jewish Daily Forward, and The Bloomsbury Anthology of Contemporary Jewish American Poetry.
Her downloadable Velveteen Rabbi's Haggadah for Pesach has been used around the world. She has taught at the ALEPH
Kallah and at the inaugural week of Beyond Walls, a writing program for clergy of many faiths, at the Kenyon Institute.
Rachel serves as spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Israel (North Adams, MA), part of the Reform movement and the
ALEPH Network.

Rabbi David Markus

(Board co-chair) brings to ALEPH extensive background in Judaics, governance and management.
David earned dual ordination as rabbi and mashpia (spiritual director) from ALEPH. David serves
as co-rabbi of Temple Beth-El of City Island (New York, NY), a member of the ALEPH Network.
&\ \‘q An alum of CLALs Rabbis Without Borders and curated blogger for My Jewish Learning, David’s

h ' academic work on liturgy and spiritual education have been published in New Matrix Publications,
Shma Magazine, Avenida Books and Velveteen Rabbi. David serves as spiritual direction faculty and
adjunct instructor in the ALEPH Ordination Program; he also taught at OHALAH, Routes, Limmud, and Fordham and Pace
Universities. In secular life, David presides as judicial referee in New York Supreme Court, Ninth Judicial District. Previously,
David served as special counsel to the Chief Judge of New York, senior counsel to the New York Senate, state deputy
director of voter protection for a major presidential campaign, policy associate to environmentalist Robert F. Kennedy, Jr,
and director of a healthcare advocacy nonprofit. David earned his Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School, Masters in Public
Policy from Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government, and Bachelor of Arts from Williams College.

S

Susan Raskin Abrams spent almost her entire career as a children’s librarian, recently retiring as
Supervisor of Children’s Services at the Newton (MA) Free Library. Professionally, she was chair of

the New England Roundtable of Children and Teen Librarians, President of the New England Library
Association, chair of the children’s roundtable of the Minuteman Library Network, chair of the
Jordan-Miller Storytelling Committee for many years, as well as serving on the MA Library Association
board. She has been very active in B'nai Or of Boston, serving on the ritual committee, Chesed
Committee, fund-raising committee and the Steering Committee. She served on the board of
Newton Kesher (a Jewish after-school program) and was a library trustee for 6 years in Framingham,
MA. Susan loves to tell stories and has been telling them for about 30 years. She is an ordained Maggid.



http://velveteenrabbi.com/
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http://velveteenrabbi.com/2015/02/03/chapbooks/
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http://velveteenrabbi.com/vrhaggadah.html
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http://www.kenyoninstitute.org/programs/beyond-walls-spiritual-writing-at-kenyon/
http://www.cbiweb.org/
https://aleph.org/join-the-aleph-network
https://davidevanmarkus.wordpress.com/
http://www.yourshulbythesea.org/
https://aleph.org/join-the-aleph-network
http://www.rabbiswithoutborders.org/
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/blog/rabbis-without-borders/
http://shma.com/
https://aleph.org/ordinations
https://davidevanmarkus.wordpress.com/guest-teaching/
http://ohalah.org/annual-conference/?doing_wp_cron=1455834235.0685899257659912109375
http://www.shalomdc.org/event/routes-2015/
http://limmudny.org/

% Rabbi Aura Ahuvia was until late 2015 the spiritual leader of the Woodstock Jewish Congregation,

in Woodstock, New York. Ordained by ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal as both a rabbi and

a Mashpiah (spiritual guide), Reb Aura belongs to the OHALAH Rabbinical Association. Prior to
ordination, she co-founded (along with her husband), and later served as student rabbi for, the
Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Congregation. She holds two masters degrees from the University of
Michigan, one in journalism (1996); the other in Judaic Studies (2006). Her two sons are currently in
college.

Judith Dack had a profound life-changing experience at Elat Chayyim, The Jewish Renewal Retreat
Center, in 1997, and has been passionately serving the flourishing of Jewish Renewal ever since.
Currently, she creates spiritual community using the transformative powers of art-making, chanting,
meditating and writing in a variety of contexts. She is on the faculty of Kol Zimra, Rabbi Shefa Gold's
two-year Chant Leadership Training. Judith is a graduate of the first cohorts of both DLTI (Davvenen’
Leadership Training Institute) and Kol Zimra. She has served in various capacities at Elat Chayyim,
and subsequently at The Isabella Freedman Retreat Center, where she was best known as the yoga
teacher, mispacha group leader, and “stand up”fundraiser for many summers and Shavuot retreats.

Judith currently resides in Boulder, CO where she recently graduated from Naropa University with her Master’s degree in
Art Therapy & Transpersonal Counseling Psychology. Judith’s psychotherapy practice specializes in treating young adult
women in transition. She is the mother of two grown daughters.

Linda Jo Doctor brings over 30 years of experience in leadership roles working in non profit, academic
and government sectors. She currently serves as a Program Officer for the W. K. Kellogg Foundation and
provides guidance for investments supporting sustainable and equitable food systems and public health
efforts. She brings specific skills in organizational development, management, leadership development,
and working cross multiple sectors and disciplines. She lives in Ann Arbor Michigan with her husband,
Rabbi Elliot Ginsburg and famous cat Simon, who loves studying Zohar with his best bud. Linda is the
proud step mother to three amazing young adults, and “safta”to two gorgeous grandchildren. She is a
member of Pardes Hannah, a Jewish Renewal Community affiliated with ALEPH.

Laurie Franklin serves as the spiritual leader of Har Shalom, Missoula, MT, and is an AOP rabbinic
student. She serves as the ALEPH Student Board (ASB) co-president and joins the ALEPH board as
its ASB liaison. She loves to sing, play guitar and Scottish smallpipes, grow vegetables, walk in the
mountains, and build Jewish community. She is grateful to have the opportunity to give voice to
student needs on the board and to participate in the development of ALEPH as a positive force in
Judaism.

R. Dan Goldblatt has been the spiritual leader of Beth Chaim Congregation in Danville, California for
22 years. He has worked as a journalist, theater director, and award-winning writer/director/producer
of documentary films. He served seven different congregations as spiritual leader before entering
the ALEPH Ordination program through an attraction to the life and work of Reb Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi z"l. He has served as Chair of the OHALAH Ethics Committee, is on the Board of both
OHALAH and ALEPH and is Past President of OHALAH. Dan is assembling the first cohort for a Sacred
Storytelling training program and is readying for publication a book, Miracles Happen: Stories That
Break Open the Heart.
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https://aleph.org/programs/kol-zimra

Jane Graver is a serial entrepreneur and activist who has spent her life involved in Progressive
Judaism. Over 12 years Jane served as a board member for three different synagogues in New
York and New Jersey. As the top executive at Romemu, the fastest growing Jewish Renewal
Synagogue in New York City, she oversaw the rapid growth of membership budget. Jane has
served as a board member for three different synagogues and has been active with the World
Union and European Union for Progressive Judaism. She has a deep curiosity about how
institutions, organizations, and even religions can grow and change. Named as “Entrepreneur

of the Year"by Inc. Magazine, Jane successfully started two technology companies, (one which
went public), an educational foundation, and an organic tea company. And she has authored a
bestselling technology book. She holds leadership positions in several professional and one political organizations. Jane
has earned Master’s Degrees in Instructional Technology and Information Science. Jane taught ethics in Hebrew School for
over two decades, co-teaching with Rabbi Sally Priesand. She lives in NYC and is the proud mother of two amazing sons.
Her third chapter professional life is focused on management consulting for emerging companies and supporting others in
their third chapter.

Rabbinic Pastor David Daniel Klipper (Treasurer) was ordained in 2007. He is a chaplain and certified
ACPE Supervisor and assists in the training of mashpi‘im (spiritual directors) through ALEPH's
Hashpa'ah program as a senior faculty member. He is also the Pastoral Education Coordinator for
the ALEPH Ordination Program. Prior to starting chaplaincy training in 2002, he was an investment
banker for 24 years. He is married and has two sons.

Rabbi David Ingber is the founder and Spiritual Director of Romemu, NYC's largest Jewish Renewal
Community. David studied in Orthodox yeshivahs before receiving ordination from Rabbi Zalman
Schachter-Shalomi. David is a sought-after national and international leader and educator. His
unique, open-hearted and embodied approach to Jewish teaching has taken him from all along the
East Coast, to communities in London, Jerusalem, Aspen, and Montreal. He has taught at JTS, Pardes,
and Skirball. David spent 10 years studying sacred healing art traditions, including Yoga, Shiatsu,
Pilates, Gyrotonics, Kung Fu, and Chen school Tai Chi. He is also a certified Astrologer. Rabbi David
promotes a renewed Jewish emphasis on meditative practices and is working for the integration of
sacred body practices into mainstream Judaism.

Rabbi Evan J. Krame brings to the ALEPH Board 35 years of experience as a lawyer and Jewish
community leader. Evan was ordained by ALEPH as rabbi and spiritual director. He is a co-founder

of The Jewish Studio, focusing on providing meaningful and enjoyable Jewish experiences to adults
who are unaffiliated, under-affiliated or disaffiliated. Evan has been honored by both local and national
organizations for his service, most notably receiving the Exemplar of Leadership award from Hillel
International, recognizing his work on behalf of the Hillel of George Washington University. Evan is a
founding officer of the American Friends of the Anne Frank House. Evan is a graduate of the George
Washington Law School with both a J.D. and LL.M. (taxation). In his legal career, Evan is an attorney in
private practice, serving as advocate and fiduciary for persons with disabilities. He lives in Potomac, Maryland, with his wife,
Jodi, an attorney in Washington, D.C. Together they have a son (Zach, in Atlanta working for Turner Broadcasting) and a
daughter (Sarah, studying at NYU Law School).



http://romemu.org/
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thejewishstudio.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=20f306e0-1341-4b95-8d52-66fdd6ef4799
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hillel.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=20f306e0-1341-4b95-8d52-66fdd6ef4799
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hillel.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=20f306e0-1341-4b95-8d52-66fdd6ef4799
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fgwhillel.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=20f306e0-1341-4b95-8d52-66fdd6ef4799
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.annefrank.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=20f306e0-1341-4b95-8d52-66fdd6ef4799

Rabbi Jeremy Parnes is the spiritual leader of the Beth Jacob Synagogue in Regina Saskatchewan and
received smicha from the ALEPH Rabbinic Program in 2012. Jeremy previously spent twenty years
working in sales management and training and a decade in the area of community development.
He has worked in and for non-profit community groups and has consulted on inner-city issues
including community planning, visioning and development projects.

David Rafsky retired from a long career as sales and marketing executive in information and
communications technologies, including 25 years with AT&T, Sprint and Toshiba. David brings his
experience in customer relations, marketing feedback and business communications to the ALEPH
Board, which he has served since 2000. After traveling all over North America and England for
decades on business, David is very glad to not be doing that anymore. Instead, he studies Judaica
and Mideast history and issues at the JCC, San Diego State University and University of San Diego.
He lives in San Diego with his wife Rhonda Mason, who together provide some vertical energy

for ALEPH affiliate Havurah Shir HaYam. David holds his MBA from National University (San Diego,
California), and his B.Sc. in marketing from the University of Arizona.

, 1 Janice Rubin is a Houston-based photographer, musician and teacher. For over 30 years, she has
served as a cantorial soloist and Jewish educator, facilitating classes in meditation and Jewish music
and chant. She is a gradute of DLTI 4. Since 2005, she has created musical services and helped
organize ALEPH programs in Houston. She specializes in Yiddish music and performs widely. She
sings with hospice patients and serves with the chevra kaddisha. She is also an internationally-
published photographer and creator of the touring exhibit and book, The Mikvah Project, which
explores the contemporary renaissance of ancient ritual. She is married to artist Charles Wiese, and
they have one son.

Jade Netanya Ullmann was most recently the Director of Development, Membership and Outreach
for Romemu, the NYC Jewish Renewal center. Jade is a 2012 NYC Pipeline Fellow, supporting
woman-led for-profit social ventures and has helped the Fetzer Institute develop programs for next
generation philanthropists. She sits on the board of the Common Fire Foundation, which completed
the highest level green building project on the Eastern US. Through the Threshold Foundation, she
has been concerned with restorative justice, co-existance and community organizing. She is also
involved in her family foundation. Jade received her BA from Naropa University, where she was

an Area Coordinator for Students for a Free Tibet. She has been trained as a Be Present facilitator,

exploring the issues of race, gender, power and class. Jade is certified as a Yoga & Jewish Spirituality teacher through
Isabella Freedman’s 18-month training program.



https://aleph.org/ordinations/rabbinic-program
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandiegojewishrenewal.org%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=5c898b0e-8a26-42de-951e-d3215e918e47
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nu.edu%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=5c898b0e-8a26-42de-951e-d3215e918e47
http://t.sidekickopen03.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg3Mqnk0W3LyyXn4XyGbqN2mZXbt1cvj8f7jVqRs03?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.arizona.edu%2F&si=6691864001904640&pi=5c898b0e-8a26-42de-951e-d3215e918e47
http://www.pipelinefellowship.com/

10. ALEPH STAFF

Shoshanna Schechter-Shaffin
Executive Director
215-247-9700 ext. 24
shoshanna@aleph.org

David Brown

Chief Operating Officer
215-247-9700 ext. 23
david.brown@aleph.org

R.Victor and R. Nadya Gross
Co-Directors of Programs and Ritual
215-247-9700 ext. 18
nadya.gross@aleph.org
victor.gross@aleph.org
programs@aleph.org

Tamy Jacobs

Director of Development and Special Events (Kallah)
215-247-9700 ext. 30

tamy@aleph.org

Ming Shem Lu

Ordination Program Administrator & Program
and Retreat Registrations

215-247-9700 ext. 21

ming@aleph.org

R. Marcia Prager
Dean & Director of ALEPH Ordination Program
ordination@aleph.org

Lynda Simons

Finance and Support Coordinator
215-247-9700 ext. 25
lynda@aleph.org

Program Directors

Sage-ing® Mentorship
Co-Directors, R. Shaya Isenberg and Bahira Sugarman
sage-ing@aleph.org

Kol Zimra

R. Shefa Gold and Rachmiel O'Regan
shefa.gold@aleph.org
www.rabbishefagold.com

Embodying Spirit En-Spiriting Body
R. Diane Elliot
diane.elliot@aleph.org

Wisdom School
R. Nadya Gross
nadya.gross@aleph.org

Educating for Spirituality
R. Lori Shaller & R. Rain Zohav
215-247-9700 ext. 32
EFS@aleph.org



http://www.rabbishefagold.com/

11.2014-5 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal
Profit and Loss
August 2014 - July 2015

FY2015 FY2014
INCOME
Contributions - unrestricted $244.425 $133,700
Contributions - program restriction $62,457 $8,750
Contributions - endowment $21,710 $32,118
Contributions - Scholarship/Financial Aid $28,439 $19,558
Interest Income 5174 $225
Program Revenue $998,053 $571,722
Total Income $1,355,258 $766,073
EXPENSES
Administrative $40,450 $32,340
Occupancy $21,133 $19,441
Conferences/Meetings $28,639 $26,406
Professional Fees $56,585 $24,219
Salary $621,483 $446,849
Employee Fringes $43,822 $42,252
Insurance $5,497 $7,226
Program Expense $561,205 $167,718
Fundraising $4,585 $562
Total Expenses $1,383,400 $767,013
Net Operating Income ($28,143) (5940)
Scholarship/Financial Aid released for use $52,369 $23,200
Net Income + Scholarship $24,226 $22,260
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