A New Haftara for Sukkot

Text from The Poet’s Bible by David Rosenberg
Set to Haftara trop by Hazzan Jack Kessler

EZRA 3:10-13

Q &
The workers had built urp the foundation of Adonﬁi’s Temple
the o;igina! oltline was vz_sib!e agéin
gohanir(n were thgre in their robes
thev blgw the truﬁctpets of assémb[y
Levi’irrn were thére with cymbals and lyres
p4 A\
as Asaph had been directed by David, King of Yisrael in his day z
7 L s} ¥ J
and they szla'ng ba;ck and fo?th to each other antifahona!ly
L
"Sing pre{ises to Adon\ai in psglms
Y]
SO gciod it {_s to be singing"
‘
and the refrain:
1] 3 f \ ( 3 .
His mercy sings through us to Yisrael
as it has and always will"
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The7n all the pegpie broke oLut in song

because the house of Ador;ai was rising again z
LS
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but many of the oldest Cohanim and Levi'im
>

and h?_ads of fa:mi!ies

old mén who had seen the fir:st house

and who could iee it still stan?jing ﬁ)l<_ed in their memories-

these me(n broke out wgeping lczud!y, opgnly

as they s;:ood before th?s house ris>ing aggin in their iiXing efles

many o?hers were sh?_uting jo:yfully

a great norise was going \up pe)opie in the disrtance could hfar it cle:arly
and they could not ;ell by their eers

the sound of we/eping from the sound of joy. :
\

NEHEMIAH 8:5-18

r r :
Raised up on a platform in full vifw of everyone
Ezra opened the book
J L A
he was stan(ding above them

- \ r N
as everyone rose when he opened the Torah

e :
and Ezra made a benediction to Adongi, God above all
> L



and everyone an}swered am“en amen-
. (7 e N\
with hands stretched to the sky
ina fegling of deep réverence then botved their he:ads
L. . e & - 4
kneeling, until their faces tondched the ground their hpLs to dust
c 4 . € 'y c c.
and Yeshua, Bani, Shereviah, Yamin, Akkuv, Shabbetai
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelitah, Azaridh, Yozavad, Hanan, Pelayah
ané:l the Levi'im
#
thgy were the interrpreters so all could understand
>
: o« s N\
the toLngue of the Torah, and the people stood in their places,
4
!is;ening as the book was read and translated
L
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slgwly, distinctly, from mcirning till noon
with the sense made p!a,in
>
Yl :
to be felt and understood Adonai ‘s Torah
>
by all the men and women :
J C
then |, Nehemigh, as gc;'vernor
>
r. .
and Ezra the scribe-priest and reader

r ' A
and the Levi'im, intgrpreters to the people said to them all

. r . N\ - : I
this day is a day made holy to Adonai our God---be at peace
4



we must not mcium, we must not w}gep
| L

r _ %
because everyone was weeping as they listened
L

to the sweet wjords of Torah z
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Then Ezra continued: go, celebrate
7 >

with a sulr_nptuous meal, a sweet wine
L

'e .

and send a pértion to th7ose who have nothing rciady for themselves

b

L 3 &
for this is a holy day to Adonai

r . . ’ . .
and not for being involved with ourselves

>

L 4
we must not look so burdened with grief

z L
todgy sagness is forbi:dden
it is our happiness in Adogai that giv}es us our very strength z
- .

C :
and the Levi'im also were cadming the people
>

saying: calm yourselves, be still
J L / A

thisis a ho(ly day and not for car(rying personal griéf
- e L

today no sadness is allowedz
J ( -

then the pgople went r;ome to celebrate

I :
to eat and drink and distribute portions for everyone
> L
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to me;ke a great festival in the spirit of shared happiness

I
an unguarded joy

(e I
because all had he>ard and understood

the wgrds of)enly read to them and felt their sw%etness within :
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and on the second day all the heads of families
v J L A

the Cohan>im and teachers - Levi’irsn -

ggghered before E;_ra the sc:ribe

to Iozok more dgep!y inkto the w?rds of the Torah z

and there in the Torah they fgund wrritten befcare their ‘e:yes

by the hand of Moshe inspired by Adonai
\ J L S

r g
that the fe;mily of Yisrael will dwEH in sukkot

during the festival of this .m/)nth-the Sukkot festival :
C
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and when they heard this, toge;ther they made a declaration,
< 3 (s
to be re>ad in all their cities not only Yerushalayim, saying
L
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go to the mountainside gather brgnches of olive and myrtle
g

#
Iearfy palm and b?ughs of willow

from wh\ich to make smj;kkot asitis written:



so the pergple went gut of their cﬁies and to:wns

to garther them and mEke sukké)t

each fgmily made one on their roof oJr irl their cg\urtyard
or in the coGrtyard of Adonai’s Heuse in Yerushaléyim
and in the e)avenue !earding to the Wéter Gate,

and the a\;enue iea(ding to the Ephriaim Gate

the wl;ole commtrsnity that had retgmed from e:xile,
retL'l:rned to make feftival sukkjot and dwell in them z
and gince this had got been do?!e SO lc;vingly,

from the wilderness deggs of Yehosh>ua to this da(;r (orsoit se:emed)
there was a g{:aat hayijminess a deep ioy

in Iiging the werds they were he'éring

and gzra cont;nued regding from the bo:ok

d>ay by dary, each feftival déy

contiguing in Adonai’s Tor\ah for seven dgys

and on the eigrhth day --Shemini Atzeret--

they held a solemn assembly
J L ~

a clesing celebr?tion-——as itis written.z



